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S  M : 9:30  

D  M : 9:00  

 

F I N D  U S  O N  F A C E B O O K  

@ S T J O A N H E R S H E Y  

 

F I N D  U S  O N  Y O U T U B E  

S T .  J O A N  O F  A R C  
C A T H O L I C  C H U R C H  

359 W  A  A , H , PA 17033  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm  
Sunday: Closed 
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Rev. Alfred Sceski, Pastor   Ext. 102 
Rev. Kenneth Roth, Parochial Vicar  Ext. 104 
Rev. Modestus Ngwu, O.P., In Residence  
Rev. Paul Oye, O.P., In Residence  
Deacon Rodrigue Mortel, M.D. 
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Matt Dunkle, Director of Facilities  Ext. 127 
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Ayana Elmore, Dir. of Communications & IT  Ext. 121 
Earl Tropp, Director of Religious Education  Ext. 122 
Susan Robison, Parish Secretary   Ext. 100 
Mary Butch, Census Secretary   Ext. 115 
Betty Roksandic, REP Secretary  Ext. 124 
REP Program  Ext. 306 
 

SCHOOL OFFICE              (717) 533-2854 
Sr. Eileen M. McGowan, D.M., Principal    Ext. 118 
Deb Rizzotto, Development Director   Ext. 123 
W.I.N.G.S.  Program     Ext. 117 
 

HOSPITAL EMERGENCIES           (717) 857-5695 
 

CONVENT        (717) 533-2864  

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT: 
We, the Eucharistic Community of St. Joan of Arc Parish, by 
the grace of God and through our participation in His Word, 
the Church’s sacraments, and prayer, seek our eternal 
salvation. 
 

We live out the doctrines and traditions of our Faith in 
communion with the holy, catholic, and apostolic Church, 
established by Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

With courage, we follow the example of our patron saint and 
invoke her intercession as we strive to know God, love God, 
and serve God which moves us to actively promote and live 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the midst of our every day life. 

 S .  J   A  C  C  
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Direct ions  for  Re-Opening Our Parish 

Thank you for being so patient these past two months as 
we have had to stay away from Mass and the sacraments 
and normal parish life for the sake of protecting one 
another from the Coronavirus. This pandemic has taken its 

toll on all of us. I want to thank the many of you who have reached out and thanked us—Father Roth, the Sisters, 
Mike Davis, myself—for livestreaming our Masses and devotions and classes and making them available online. 
So many of you have told us it brought you comfort during this time. 

I want you to know that as we move from our Saint Lucy Chapel to the church, we will continue to livestream our 
9:00 am daily Mass and 9:30 am Sunday Mass from the church. I truly believe that is a new evangelization tool 
and also a way to bring the parish to the sick and shut-in.  

We will be moving back into the church the weekend of June 6 & 7. This is the Feast of the Holy Trinity. What 
better way to celebrate our return than to give praise and worship to God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Just a reminder that we are in Level Yellow of our re-opening and there are restrictions as we move forward. We 
are depending on individuals to self-monitor to make sure that they are able to attend Mass. That means you 
should not come to Mass if: 

You have tested positive for Covid-19. 

You have symptoms of Covid-19 or are feeling unwell. 

You have been in contact with someone who has Covid-19. 

You have a suppressed immune system. 

You are more susceptible to Covid-19 because of underlying conditions such as heart disease, diabetes, 
lung disease, high blood pressure, etc. Please discuss with your personal physician if you have 
questions. 

If you think you should not be coming to Mass, please remember that Bishop Gainer has dispensed 
from the obligation to attend Mass until further notice. Make the best decision for yourself and for 
others! 

Let’s begin with the Mass Schedule. 

Once again, public Mass will begin on the weekend of June 6 & 7. We will keep the Sunday Mass schedule. We 
will continue to have Mass at 5:00 pm on Saturday evening; Sunday morning Masses at 7:30 am, 9:30 am, and 
11:30 am; and Sunday evening Mass at 5:00 pm. The Sunday morning masses will be celebrated in the church, as 
usual.  

But please note: The 5:00 pm Masses on Saturday and Sunday evening will be celebrated at our new school 
on 1531 Sandhill Road. These Masses will be celebrated OUTSIDE when the weather is nice. Otherwise, 
these Masses will be celebrated in the gymnasium. If we anticipate celebrating Mass in the gym because of 
inclement weather, we will post a sign at the entrance of the school by 4:30 pm. 

We encourage as many people as possible to attend the evening Masses because we have much more space 
available outside. During the Yellow Phase, we must maintain social distancing (at least six feet) and wear masks.  

The directions from the Bishop’s Office is that we only allow 1/3 capacity of our churches for Masses to be filled 
and that we maintain the social distancing required by the state. We have measured off the church and we can 
allow approximately 135 parishioners at each Mass. The gymnasium at the new school can hold approximately 
300 parishioners standing. Outdoors we can accommodate many more! 

We want as many of our parishioners as possible to come to Mass for worship. In order to avoid large crowds at 
the church on Sunday morning, please consider coming to the outdoor Mass on Sandhill Road.  
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Now let’s talk about what will happen at Mass. 

1. Masks must be worn and social distancing must be observed at all Masses. Please provide your  own 
masks. Gloves should not be worn! 

2. Mass will have music only at the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday morning. This Mass will be livestreamed. Mike 
Davis will play and cantor that Mass. There will be no choir at this time. At the other Masses, we will recite 
the Mass parts or they may be sung “acapella” as we have been doing at daily Mass.  

3. As you enter the church, you will be directed to designated seats marked with blue tape. At the outdoor 
Masses, we ask that you find an area for yourself and/or for your family that maintains social distancing. 

4. Distribution of Holy Communion will take place after Mass is finished. This is to avoid everyone 
gathering at the doors of the church as they leave. If you are not receiving Holy Communion, you may 
leave. If you are receiving Holy Communion, you will maintain social distancing as you come forward. In 
the church, there will be decals on the floor to tell you where to stand. Hand sanitizers will be in the aisles 
for you to use before you come up to receive. Please maintain social distancing as you leave the church/
gymnasium/outdoors.  

5. During these first few weeks, we will monitor the number of people coming for Mass. If we see that there is 
a need for overflow seating/standing, we will use the Parish cafeteria/social hall. Mass will be livestreamed 
there and Holy Communion will be distributed in the social hall. 

6. Baskets will be provided at the entrances for your Sunday offering. 

7. At outdoor Masses, you are welcome to bring chairs, umbrellas for the heat or blankets to sit on. Of course, 
since Mass will be shorter without music and Holy Communion will be distributed at the end of Mass, you 
are welcome to stand. (By the way, for the first 1,500 years of Mass there were no pews!) 

8. Daily Mass will be celebrated Monday through Saturday at 9:00 am. At this time there will no 6:45 
am Mass. The reason for  this is that we need to disinfect the church before and after  each Mass. We 
need at least a half hour to disinfect the church. Our maintenance staff will disinfect at 8:00 am and again 
after Mass between 9:30 am and 10:00 am. Plan on coming to daily Mass after 8:30 am. 

9. For daily Mass Monday through Friday at 9:00 am, you may enter through the doors on Glen Avenue or the 
side entrance on Areba Avenue. Sit in the pews that are marked. Mass will proceed as on Sunday.  

10. We will not at this time begin to schedule liturgical ministers for Mass. The clergy, sisters, music minister 
and seminarian will serve in this capacity.  

11. Finally, we will distribute Holy Communion in your cars to those who have participated at Mass via 
livestreaming from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm each Sunday under the covering in front of the Areba Avenue 
school (not across from the Blessed Mother Shrine but where the buses drop off the kids for school). 
Simply drive through from Valley Road and exit onto Areba Avenue. I encourage you to park your car in a 
safe place somewhere for time of private prayer and thanksgiving. 

Okay, let’s move onto making private visits to the Blessed Sacrament in the church. 

If you choose to come to the church and pray during the week, please use the Glen and Areba Avenue entrances. 
There will be sections of the church which will be available for your use. Please restrict yourself to these areas. 
We will provide disinfectant wipes for you to clean the area where you have been praying. We cannot 
monitor all the visits to the church and our maintenance staff will not be available to clean after each visit. Thanks 
for your cooperation. 
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Now for confessions. 

It is preferable that air is circulating in areas where parishioners will gather as a parish. (Speaking of which, we 
will be leaving the doors to the church open during the day to keep air flowing.) Confessions will be heard under 
the arcade in front of the school. The priests will be seated with a screen between him and the penitent. In order to 
avoid disinfecting after each confession, we ask that you stand. No chairs or kneelers will be provided. Stand at 
the proper distance and confess your sins. This sacrament is not the place for prolonged spiritual counseling but 
especially at this time, please simply confess your sins and celebrate the Sacrament as devoutly as possible in this 
situation. Cloth-covered partitions will be set up to absorb sound so that your confession is not heard. 

Our parish office will open at its regular hours starting on Monday, June 8. Please use the ramp entrance in order 
to maintain social distancing. Masks must be worn while doing office business. 

We will evaluate the resumption of using parish meeting spaces for our ministries and organizations in the next 
few weeks. We will communicate those decisions at that time. 

Thanks so much for listening. I know if we all work together this will be a smooth transition. Looking forward to 
seeing all of you again soon! God bless! 

Hello all, I am sorry that I have not been able to 
meet so many of you in person yet. But, I have been 
praying for God’s blessing on the people of the parish 
these last few weeks as I prepared for my arrival. My 
name is Kevin Key; I am a seminarian studying for 
the Diocese of Harrisburg. I was born in Carlisle, 
where I was raised with my older brother and sister 
and two younger brothers. We were all 
homeschooled by our Mother, with help from our 
Dad, a professor at Dickinson College. I studied 
Philosophy at the University of Dallas, an incredible 
Catholic college, where my older siblings also 
studied. The youngest two hope to attend there as 
well. 

I am now going to be a second theologian this 
Fall at St. Charles Seminary in Philadelphia. During 
my time in the seminary and ministering throughout 
our diocese, I have grown to love my brother 
seminarians and the priests of our diocese I have met. 
I am constantly humbled by the faith and charity of 
the people of our diocese. I am, along with so many 
of you, certainly struggling right now and have many 
questions and challenges in my faith. But I have seen 
and been reassured over and over by God that His 
guiding hand is in all of this leading and loving us. I 
am so blessed to be here this summer and am glad to 
serve in whatever ways possible. 
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 W E E K L Y  R E A D I N G S  &   
  M A S S  I N T E N T I O N S  

Father Al and Father Roth will each fulfill a Mass intention 
each day. On Sundays, Father Modestus and Father Paul will 
fulfill the two additional intentions during a private Mass. 

M , J  1:  M    
B  V  M ,  M    
C   

Gn 3:9-15 ,  20  or  Acts  1:12-14;  Jn 19:25-34   

  9:00   Zosimo Cadiz  

T ,  J  2:  S  M   
P ,  M   
2  Pt  3:12-15a,  17-18;  Mk 12:13-17 

  9:00   Erma Anne Perri  
 Filomena Cramer  
W , J  3:  M   S  
C  L   C ,  
M   
2  Tm 1:1-3 ,  6-12;  Mk 12:18-27   

  9:00   Rev. Dennis McNally  
 Charles Summers  

T , J  4  

2  Tm 2:8-15;  Mk 12:28-34   
  9:00   George Belecanech  
 In Thanksgiving  
F ,  J  5:  M   S  
B ,  B   M  
2  Tm 3:10-17;  Mk 12:35-37   

  9:00   For the Intentions of Mike & Veronica 
Axelson on the occasion of their marriage  

 Carmen & Jean Ranerio  

S ,  J  6:  S  N ,  B   

2  Tm 4:1-8;  Mk 12:38-44   
  9:00   Donald Fox 
 Joseph & Hazel Dyer 
S ,  J   7:  S    M  
H  T   

Ex 34:4b-6 ,  8-9;  2  Cor 13:11-13;  Jn 3:16-18 

God sent his Son to save us and to forgive us, making 
us his adopted children. Like the Trinity, may we be 
united in peace and love through the Spirit, through 
whom we offer God praise and glory.  

  9:30   People of the Parish 
 Jonathan Barger and Marion Vavro  
 David Novatnak 
 Richard Stichter 

 Ernie Accorsi, Sr.  

YOUTH NE WS 

ADULT FAITH 

L  T  (H  S ) 
Life Teen is continuing to meet via Zoom on 
Thursdays from 2:30-3:30 pm and on Sundays 
from 1:30-2:30 pm.  
 

Thursdays are just a check in to see how 
everyone is doing and to just be present for one 
another. Sunday is a Bible Study with some 
additional time to pray for one another. 
 John Triscik: jtriscik@stjoanhershey.org 


E  (M  S ) 
EDGE is continuing to meet via Zoom on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 7:00-
8:00 pm.  
 

The nights are filled with plenty of laughter and 
joy as we spend time studying Sacred Scripture.  
 John Triscik: jtriscik@stjoanhershey.org 


R  E  P  
H  W  
Do you want to enrich your own faith experience 
while helping our youth learn and grow in the 
faith?  
 

The REP program is looking for teachers and 
aides for grades 6 (Sunday morning) and 1, 4 & 
5 (Wednesday afternoon). If interested please 
contact Earl Tropp. 
 Earl: et r opp@st joanher shey.or g | Ext . 122 

Y  A  
The Young Adults group is meeting via Zoom on 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month from 
7:00-8:00 pm.  
 

We meet next on June 10, as we study the “Book 
of Haggai.” 
 John Triscik: jtriscik@stjoanhershey.org 
 

P  B  S  
We have started a parent bible study that meets 
on Thursdays at 1:00 pm via Zoom. If you need a 
break and would be interested in spending some 
time studying the bible with us, join us. 
 John Triscik: jtriscik@stjoanhershey.org 
 



 M  31,  2020               P  S 

 

 

 

 

Saturday May 30 is the Feast Day of St. Joan of Arc. It has been one hundred years since Pope Benedict XV 
canonized her. A fledgling St. John the Evangelist Parish in Hershey was renamed in her honor, the third parish 
in the nation to have taken the name St. Joan of Arc.  Ground was broken for the new church on West 
Chocolate Avenue on August 15, 1920.  

This year we observe the Centennial of St. Joan of Arc Parish. In 1918, 102 members of the mission church 
attended the first Mass at the Hershey Theater. Today, the Parish has grown to over 2,500 families. Growth over 
the years has necessitated building. As we mark this milestone, we are thrilled that our school will be relocating 
to the thirty-five-acre campus up on Sand Hill Road.  

Next week, we will be resuming our Mass Schedule under the “Yellow Phase” of Governor Wolf’s executive 
orders. Plans include celebration of Mass outdoors at the new school. Outdoor Mass will enable everyone to 
socially distance while taking in the beautiful views of our new home for St. Joan of Arc’s parochial and 
religious education students.  

Work is continuing at a rapid pace as we make all the necessary renovations for the opening of school in 
August. The ground floor changes are expected to be completed by the end of the first week of June. There is 
still much to do on the second floor. We are optimistic that our plans will fall into place. Everyone is looking 
forward to moving day. 

You can help support the Centennial Project 2020 with your gift or pledge. It is a long term investment in the 
education of our children for the next century. Thank you to all who have given to the campaign. 

For more information on how you can help, please visit  
www.stjoanhershey.org/TheCentennialProject  

St. Joan of Arc School’s Scholastic Virtual Book Fair is on! Now is a great time to stock up on 
summer reading books while helping our school library at the same time! There is no obligation to buy 
and it will run now through September 4. Scholastic will give back 25% in rewards to our school!  
 

Thank you in advance for your support. 
 

FREE shipping for orders over $25.00   &    Many books are discounted at 30% off 
 

BROWSE  THE  SELECT ION  
 

Link also available at school.stjoanhershey.org 

M a y  1 1  —  S e p t  4  

VIRTUAL BOOK FAIR 
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V O C A T I O N S  C O R N E R 
Come, Holy Spirit, with your seven-fold gifts. 
Inspire, enlighten, energize, and encourage me to 
be a witness for the gospel. 
 
If God may be calling you to the priesthood or 
consecrated life, visit our website at 
www.hbgdiocese.org, call Father Jonathan Sawicki at 
(717) 657-4804, or write: frjsawicki@hbgdiocese.org.  

 

Try Online Giving!  
With our churches in the Diocese being closed to 
the public, we know that it makes it harder for 
parishioners to give their tithes and offerings each 
week. For those who are able to continue to give to 
the church during this hard time that has fallen 
upon us, we are working on finding ways to make 
your giving easier. Have you ever considered 
donating online? We can help you set up your 
account or even manage it for you! 
 
Online giving is a secure and easy way to tithe and 
make other contributions. You can set up automatic 
payments that will occur periodically so you don’t 
have to worry about remembering when to give. It 
works just like online banking with 24/7 access to 
your account.  
 Michelle: Ext. 103 | mgutshall@stjoanhershey.org 

 Stewardship - About Online Giving SENDING OUR CONDOLENCES  
Please pray for the soul of Rev. John C. Kemper, 
PSS who d ied  r ecen t ly. The par ish  community 
of St. Joan of Arc extends our deepest sympathies 
to his family and friends on their loss. 
 

PARISH PRAYER INTENTIONS  
The following parishioners or family members are 
ill. Please remember them, and all the sick of our 
parish, in your prayers: Rose Marie Smith, Cathy 
Malloy, Drew Fischer, William David Mintz 
Chuss, Joan Spandra, Mary Beth Sheehan, Bill 
Whalen Jr, Kayla Mintz, Vladimir R. Lugo  and 
family, Neil Ott, and Clara Hissick. 

   MINISTRY NEWS 

LIVE, VIRTUAL CAELORUM  
Please join us Wednesday, June 3 at 7:00 pm for a 
virtual Caelorum Facebook event with live praise, 
worship, and scripture reflection. A link to the live 
event will be available at the Caelorum Facebook 
page. 
 Lou Felice: (717) 215-4175 
 

RCIA  
Are you interested in learning more about the 
Catholic Faith? Do you know someone looking for 
a church home? If so, the RCIA could be what you 
are looking for. The Fall sessions of the RCIA are 
now forming. If you are interested please contact 
Earl Tropp. 
 etropp@stjoanhershey.org | Ext. 122 

 
AT T E N T I O N  

OF F I C E  H O U R S  
8:00 am to 12:00 pm 

Monday - Friday 

C   8     
    . 

SPECIAL COLLECTION 
MAY 30 & 31  

 
 

At this time, the Parish Office 
is closed to the public. 

 
 

All business must be conducted via 
phone, mail, or email. 



 M  31,  2020               P  S 

 

 



S .  J   A  C  C                     H ,  P  

 

 

To file a claim, visit https://dm.epiq11.com/RCDH  
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We are live streaming a private Mass via 
Facebook Live because we know how 
important attending Mass is to our 
parishioners. Tune in to Facebook for a daily 
Mass at 9:00 am and a Sunday Mass at 9:30 
am. We will be broadcasting from our beautiful 
St. Lucy Chapel in the parish center.  

F I ND  U S  ON F AC EB OOK:  @ S TJO A N H E RS HE Y 

LIVE STREAM MASS 

We’re relying on our app to 
communicate with you 
Please download the app and allow notifications 
 

Download on your mobile device 
Text “App” to 88202 
Search “myParish” in your app store 

D O W N L O A D  O U R  A P P  

D  Y  K  Y  C  S   T  B ? 
1. Go to www.discovermass.com 
2. Under “SEARCH,” type in “17033” & click search 
3. Find ST. JOAN OF ARC CHURCH & select it 
4. Click on the “BULLETINS” tab 
5. Under “EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS,” choose SIGN UP 

TODAY 
6. Enter your name and email address & select 

REGISTER 

Since our church is closed, you won’t 
receive a paper bulletin. But, you can still 
access the bulletin online!  
 

Sign up today to get the bulletin delivered 
right to your email inbox every week! 

 

 

Don’t Have Facebook? 
 

View our live streams on our 
YouTube Channel 

 

S . J   A   
C  C  

Don’t have time to watch?  
 
We have a new podcast channel! Tune in 
to listen to our daily Masses and other 
spiritual talks that the priests are 
conducting. What a great way to grow in 
our faith! 
 

S . J   A  H  


