


From The Pastor 
Dear Fellow Parishioner, 
 
Last November, I gave the Annual Financial Report and had to tell you that we just were not making it.  
Our expenses were greater than our income and we were depleting our savings to make up the difference.                          
I encouraged everyone to increase their weekly contribution and made a special plea to those who have not  
been supporting the parish financially.  It was not an easy talk to give but I can say without hesitation:   
YOU HEARD WHAT I WAS SAYING AND RESPONDED WITH GREAT GENEROSITY! 
 
Our weekly collection has gone up over the past year; our Christmas and Easter collections have risen; and,  
as a result, our income exceeded our day-to-day expenses by $182,000 at the end of the fiscal year!  This is  
amazing and it is due to your wonderful generosity and commitment to the Church and, specifically, to our  
parish of St. Joan of Arc.  What is really astounding (I think this might be a precedent in the diocese) is that  
we had such a good financial year at the same time we were making capital improvements with the renovation  
of the old convent into our new Parish Center.   
 
I promised you that we would do everything to rein in spending and make sure church and school was staying 
within budget and that is what we are doing.  I thank the Parish Finance Council for all they are doing to make 
us fiscally sound.  But my greatest thanks go to those who are making a sacrifice each week to make our parish  
a thriving community of service, worship and social outreach.  Financial stability is not the only goal for a  
parish but it makes it a whole lot easier to do the other things: education for our children, beautiful liturgies,    
fellowship, growing in our faith!   
 
I still challenge those parishioners who are not giving weekly to do so.  All of us together can make a big difference! 
 
As we move forward with new and exciting plans for the future, may this past fiscal year be a model for the     
years to come.  May God bless you for all you do to make our parish what it is: our little part of God’s Kingdom 
here on earth! 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
Father Al 

CASH & SAVINGS ACCOUNT BALANCES 
As of June 30, 2017 

Operating Account $238,615 

Parish Savings Account $176,599 

Total: $415,214 

Restricted Savings (Church & School) $205,591 

Cash held for Parish Organizations $36,582 

Total: $657,387 



Operating Activities represent the income received and the expenses paid for the day to day operations of the parish, 
it’s programs, and the school.  
 

The Non-Operating Activities provide a summary showing receipt of restricted gifts, primarily Heart of the Parish 

(restricted for capital) along with movement of other restricted income (to) and from savings, as well as significant    

capital expenditures. In 2017, capital expenditures relate primarily to the Parish Center, a portion of which is             

being funded by a loan from the Diocese - such loan to be repaid over five (5) year, with interest. In 2016,                    

capital expenditures related primarily to the new convent for our Sisters. More than $850,000 has been invested          

in Church property over the last two years. These investments will benefit the parish for many years. 

The operating surplus in 2016 
totaled $182,000. Increases     
in Sunday and Holy Day     
Offerings and Tuition & Fees, 
provided a more sustainable 
form of income, reducing our 
dependence on bequests and 
withdrawals from savings to 
fund operations.  
 
Operating expenses in 2017 
decreased by approximately 
$110,000. Salaries & benefits 
while slightly lower, were  
consistent year over year. 
Spending for supplies was  
better managed in 2017 and 
other expenses declined as 
2016 included significant     
repair items that did not                   
occur in 2017. 
 
The 2017 operating surplus 
will be used to fund future  
capital expenditures,                          
to pre-pay a portion of the debt 
incurred for the parish center, 
and provides 
a cushion for 
unexpected 
operating 
costs. 

In the past, we have referred to these programs and ministries, 
which represent a significant role in our parish life, using           
accounting terms, such as cost centers. However, upon reflection   
at one of our Finance Council discussions, it was concluded that 
these important programs and ministries represent an important 
expression of our faith. Our ability as a parish, to provide this        
level of support, consistently, is something in which we can take 
pride. As an aside, we are among the few parishes in the Diocese  
to have a Youth Ministries Program. 

Respectfully,  

St. Joan of Arc Parish Finance Council 

PROGRAMS & MINISTRIES 

DONATIONS 47,050 

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY 12,948 

LENTEN APPEAL SHORTFALL - 

HIGH SCHOOL 187,732 

SJA SCHOOL & CAFETERIA 391,159 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 47,640 

45,000 

10,356 

4,481 

191,303 

428,408 

55,440 

2,050 

2,592 

(4,481) 

(3,571) 

(37,249) 

(7,800) 

2017 2016 Increase 
(Decrease) 

YOUTH MINISTRIES 83,210 69,856 13,354 

SUB-TOTAL EDUCATION $709,741 $745,007 $(35,266) 

    

* E D U C A T I O N *     

MINISTRY & PROGRAM SUPPORT $771,756 $806,860 $(35,104) 



 

Our parish community 
was enriched by financial 
gifts received in memory 
of 25 parishioners whom 

passed away, which totaled $8,450. These gifts 
were designated to: 

     Church Memorial Fund: $1,455 

     Heart Of The Parish: $4,415 

     Special Requests: $800 

     Undesignated Gifts: $1,780  

1771 
AVERAGE  MASS 
ATTENDANCE 

*Weekend*  

REP Students……. 616 

Parish School……. 352 

Youth Ministry….. 265 

Young Adults….… 65 

Baptisms……….… 58 

Weddings…...…... 24 

ANNUAL  
PARISH OUTREACH 

Funerals…...…..... 59 

 

Fr. Al Sceski, Pastor 
Fr. Steven Arena, Parochial Vicar 
Rick Barger, President        
Rob Woronko, School Treasurer 
Mark Rogers 

Jim Mulvey 

Roger Burns 
Michelle Gutshall, Finance Manager  

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
2016 - 2017 

 

Online Giving Users:  305 

Sunday Offertory:  $374,586.25 
Non-Offertory Gifts:  $43,299  

 

 

$111,043 

$1,633,157 
SUNDAY &  
HOLY DAY 

OFFERINGS 

 

We are humbled and would like to express 
gratitude for the generous gifts shared 

with our parish over the last year.  

Year in Review  2016-2017  

 

2,659 
HOUSEHOLDS 

 

7,977 
MEMBERS 

In the spirit of Stewardship, our parish tithed a 
total of $40,000 this year. Financial gifts were 
presented to these organizations: 

Sister Parish in Haiti 

Morning Star Pregnancy Center 

Daughters of Our Lady of Mercy 

Hospice of Central Pennsylvania 

St. Francis Soup Kitchen 

St. Vincent de Paul 

Real Alternatives 

Catholic Charities (Lo u r d e s  Ho u se ) 

Holy Family Radio 

Hershey Volunteer Fire Company 

Mother of Mercy House 

Bishop McDevitt High School 


