
Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am-12:00 pm  & 1:00 pm-4:00 pm
Address: 305 West Areba Avenue, Hershey PA 17033
Phone: (717) 533-7168    Fax: (717) 520-0526
Email: office@stjoanhershey.org
Website: www.stjoanhershey.org

Parish Office (717) 533-7168
Very Reverend Alfred P. Sceski, V.F., Pastor Ext. 102
Rev. Kevin Key, Parochial Vicar Ext. 104
Rev. Christopher Oranyeli, O.P., In Residence 
Rev. Moses Osei Atta, O.P.
Deacon Joseph Gusherowski
Deacon Paul Koester 
John Triscik, Youth Coordinator Ext. 128
Jerry Crawford, Parish Manager Ext. 107
Michelle Gutshall, Finance Manager Ext. 103
Michael Davis, Director of Music Ext. 109
Earl Tropp, Director of Religious Education Ext. 122
Colene Swartz, Parish Secretary  Ext. 100
Bridget Brickley, Office Administrator Ext. 112
Betty Roksandic, REP Secretary Ext. 124
REP Program  Ext. 306

School Office (717) 533-2854
Address: 1525 Sand Hill Road, Hummelstown, PA 17036
Sr. Eileen M. McGowan, D.M., Principal Ext. 118
Faris Beshara, Assistant Principal Ext. 124
Deb Rizzotto, Development Director Ext. 123

Hospital Emergencies (717) 857-5695
Convent (717) 533-2864

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil

5:00 pm
Sunday Mass

7:30 am
9:30 am (livestreamed)

11:30 am
5:00 pm 

Daily Mass
Monday - Friday

6:45 am & 9:00 am (livestreamed)
Saturday

9:00 am (livestreamed)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesday                   Saturday

5:00-5:30 pm              4:00-4:45 pm

Parish Mission Statement
We, the Eucharistic Community of St. Joan of Arc Parish, by 
the grace of God and through our participation in His Word, 
the Church’s sacraments, and prayer, seek our eternal 
salvation.
We live out the doctrines and traditions of our Faith in 
communion with the holy, catholic, and apostolic Church, 
established by Our Lord Jesus Christ.
With courage, we follow the example of our patron saint and 
invoke her intercession as we strive to know God, love God, 
and serve God which moves us to actively promote and live 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the midst of our every day life.

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church
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  April 7, 2024                                                                     Divine Mercy Sunday                

 

SENDING OUR CONDOLENCES 
Please pray for the souls of Erina Bernardo,        
Joseph Coggins and Richard Smith who died       
recently. The parish community of St. Joan of Arc 
extends our deepest sympathy to their family and 
friends on their loss. 
Parishioner Milestones - Eternal Life 

PARISH PRAYER INTENTIONS 

The following parishioners or family members are ill. 
Please remember them, and all the sick of our parish in your 
prayers: Kathleen Green, Caeleigh Smyth, Larry & Jan 
Duckart, Fran & Barb McCarthy, Maria Ettel, Jenny 
Fasnacht, Ann Cavanaugh, Fr. Charles McCann, Kaila 
Franco, Emily Ortiz Morales, Ken Schaffer, Jennifer 
Trostle, Bernie & Kit Ryan, Elizabeth Sauthoff, Joe 
Zugay, Kathleen Weiss, Mike & Christine Brunn, 
Christopher Jordan, Fred Bender, Barbara Kayser and  
Mary Beth Sheehan. 

Call the  parish office to add a name to the  prayer list. 
 Reminder: Names will remain on the list  for six weeks.  

Sensory Friendly Mass  
A mass for persons with sensory sensitivity or other 
disabilities will be held on Sunday, April 14 at     
2:00 pm. Dimmer lighting, no music, and a shorter 
homily, among other adaptations, are included in this 
Mass to promote a fully inclusive environment. Every 
effort will be made to accommodate all in attendance, 
and all behaviors are welcome. Families are 
encouraged to bring materials that can assist with 
comfort during the liturgy (i.e. noise-canceling 
headphones, wiggle seats, weighted blankets, fidgets, 
etc.) For more information, contact the Parish Office at 
(717) 533-7168. 

It seems that God often uses the “least” among us to 
further his will. Throughout the entire Old Testa-

ment, he has a tendency to choose the youngest son 
for his purposes: Abel over Cain; Isaac over Ishmael; 
Jacob over Esau (OK, that one was a trick!); David 

over all of his brothers. In the New Testament, Jesus 
chooses fishermen and housewives to be his first   
disciples.  And in the history of the Catholic Church, 

the least likely of people are chosen to receive his 
messages. Saint Thomas Aquinas, the “Dumb Ox” 
would revolutionize theology in the Middle Ages. 

Saint Francis of Assisi was a playboy son of a 
wealthy cloth merchant who would capture the hearts 
of the whole world. Saint Therese of Lisieux lived a 

good part of her life behind cloister walls. When she 
was dying and it was the tradition to write something 
about a nun’s life, two of her sisters said, “What can 
we possibly write about her! There’s nothing to 

tell!” (Or something like that!) Think of Saint      
Bernadette at Lourdes or the children at Fatima.    
Today, on this Divine Mercy Sunday, we recall a 

young Polish nun, Saint Faustina Kowalska, who  
received from Christ his message of divine mercy. 
Why does God do this? The message of the Gospel is 

so hard for us to understand that he chooses the    
simple to further his message. The sophisticated of 
this world will never believe children, the innocent, 

the simple. WE must become simple, like little    
children, to believe the great truth of God’s mercy, 
His love, His care for us. “Unless you become like 

little children, you will not enter the Kingdom of 
God!” 

Today we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. God’s greatest 
desire is to forgive us, pouring out His infinite mercy upon 
us so that we may be healed. Women and men alike who 
have been involved in an abortion may feel deep grief, 
guilt, anxiety, depression, anniversary reactions to the date 
of the abortion or what would have been the baby’s due 
date, broken relationships and a sense of alienation from 
God and Church. If this is you, we want you to know that 
your Church cares. Seek the Lord’s mercy and healing 
through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Consider         
confidential, compassionate help from Project Rachel, a 
confidential Catholic ministry offering hope and healing to 
women and men hurting from past abortions.                  
Visit the “Find Help” map on HopeAfterAbortion.org to 
find the diocesan ministry near you.  

Building a Culture of Life 

Sunday, April 7 Holy Hour  
beginning at 3:00 pm in the church 

Divine Mercy Sunday is a very special Sunday when 
the Divine Floodgates from Heaven are wide-opened 

and Jesus offers us the total forgiveness of all sins and 
punishment to any soul, who goes to Confession and 

receives Him in Holy Communion, on that day.  
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

HopeAfterAbortion.org
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MASS INTENTIONS &  
WEEKLY READINGS  

 
Monday, April 8:   
Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord 
Is  7:10 -14;  8:10;  Heb 10:4 -10;  Lk 1:26-38  

   6:45 am  Andrew Hricak  

   9:00 am  Vince Chaverini  
 

Tuesday, April 9:  

Acts  4:32 -37;  Jn 3:7b -15  

   6:45 am  Special Intentions for Rev. Philip Burger  

   9:00 am  Joseph Kunetz and Attilo & Maddalena 
Nucci  

  

Wednesday, April 10:  

Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21  

   6:45 am  Louise Iovino  

   9:00 am  Richard Donovan  
 

Thursday, April 11:  
Memorial of Saint Stanislaus, Bishop and 
martyr  

Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36  

   6:45 am  Diva Passalacqua  
   9:00 am  Living & Deceased Members of the 

Parsons Family  
 

Friday, April 12:  

Acts  5:34 -42;  Jn 6:1 -15  

   6:45 am  Nordi Joseph Macchioni  

   9:00 am Albert & Dolores Rossi  
 

Saturday, April 13:  
Saint Martin I, Pope, Martyr  
Acts 6:1-7; Jn 6:16-21  

   9:00 am  Special Intentions for Caeleigh Smyth  

   5:00 pm  Joanne Bowman  
 

Sunday, April 14:  

Peter proclaims the wonders of the Lord: The suffering 
Messiah is raised from the dead and has been glorified. 
This Jesus is our intercessor, and our offering for sin, 
our peace. 

Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; 1 Jn 2:1-5a; Lk 24:35-48  

7:30 am  Henry Ettel and Kenneth Ettel  

9:30 am  Matthew Pritchett and Pete & Elsie Marcucci  

  11:30 am  People of the Parish  

5:00 pm  Taylor Rice and Natalie Lynch  

YOUNG  AD ULT FAI TH  

Life Teen: Leading Teens Closer to Christ 
 
This Week: We finish up our series on the life of Jesus as we take 
a look at His Resurrection and how death is no more. 
 

Next Week: No Life Teen 
 

2024 Upcoming LIFE TEEN Schedule 
 

April 14        No Life Teen 
April 21     Life Teen Game Night-Invite your friend and bring                          
            a card/board game 
April  28        Senior Night-Time to celebrate the class of 2024 
May 5           Life Teen Spring Clothing Drive-Clean out your                
           closet for those in need. 
 

Donations Always Appreciated:  
Donations of single-serve: water, juice, soda, and snacks 
for our youth ministry gatherings are greatly appreciated 
and can be dropped off at the parish office. Thank you!  

YOUTH  NEW S  

Calling Young Adults between the ages of 21-39, married or 
single! We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month from 
7:00-8:15 pm in the Youth Room. Young Adults will gather next 
on April 10 as we continue our series on the Psalms. 
 John Triscik: jtriscik@stjoanhershey.org 

 (717) 533-7168 Ext.128  

VOCATI ONS  CORNE R  

“As the Father has sent Me, so I send you.” 
 

Let us affirm our priests and help carry out Christ’s mission 
of spreading love and compassion in the world. Maybe God 
is also calling you to share in His saving mission as a priest.  
Talk to your priest or reach out to the Vocations Office at 

(717) 657-4804 or via email: vocations@hbgdiocese.org  

                                     The Vocation Cross will be in the home of: 
 

          The Sisters of St. Joan of Arc: April 14-21                                 
             Mrs. Fran Shiffler: April 21-28 
 

Consider being a part of the Vocation Cross Rotation,  
call the Parish office for details. 

Life Teen Band: If you enjoy the type of music at 
the 5pm Sunday mass and can sing, Life Teen music 
ministry is seeking a female vocalist. The band    
rehearses one night a week and you must at least be a 
freshman in high school.  
Interested or questions, contact  Greg Rozman  at      
(717) 571-8066 or email  rozman@roz-man.com.  

EDGE (Middle School): Invite your friends for a fun 
night. The next EDGE night will be on April 17 as we 
continue our story Emmaus and journey downtown for 
ice cream.  All  6-8th  graders are welcome to join us on the 1st  and 
3rd  Wednesdays of the month in the Youth Room  from 7-8:15 pm. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

mailto:rozman@roz-man.com
mailto:vocations@hbgdiocese.org?subject=Vocations


 April 7, 2024 Divine Mercy Sunday 

We Are A Tithing Parish Following God’s Plan For Giving

For Online Giving, 
Scan QR code:

S T E WA R D S H I P

Weekly Tithing: $30,784
Weekly Budget: $28,846
Weekly Heart of the Parish:$2,774.56

Week of March 24, 2024

JEWELRY
Celebrate SJA Festival’s Golden 50th Anniversary by    

donating your old, new, gently worn (even broken) jewelry 
to add even more sparkle to this auspicious event! Drop off 

your “treasures” at the church office.
Consider joining the Jewelry Team, helping to sort, clean, 

price, repair, display and sell.
Call Aura with any questions; leave a message at     

(717) 533-6317.

June 6, 7 & 8

Registration for the 2024-2025 REP term is now open. 
If you have students that participated in this year's  
program no new forms are required. Tuition can be 
paid on the Parish website at www.stjoanhershey.org
under the Education tab. If your student is new to our 
system please complete the registration form also on 
the website. Any questions, contact Earl Tropp.

Discount tickets to HERSHEYPARK are 
available to the friends and families of our 

parish at a significant savings. 
Order forms are available at the back of the 

church or at the parish office. 
Orders and payment MUST be received in 

the parish office by 
Friday, April 19, 2024.

Please make checks payable with EXACT
amount to: St. Joan of Arc.

Congratulations  
to the 2024 Easter Raffle Winners: 

Carmen Chango 
Mary Ann King 

Rita Martin 
Charlotte McCoach 

Randall Scheib 

We wish to thank the sponsor of the week for 
advertising in our parish bulletin: 

Nestico Druby P.C. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.stjoanhershey.org
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Cabrini Movie
To find showtimes and to purchase 
tickets, please visit
https://www.angel.com/tickets/cabrini

An interview with Eustace Wolf-
ington, Philadelphia businessman 
and executive producer of the film, 
can also be viewed at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=72jTwbK-IdU

Spring has finally arrived, 
which means it is soon time 
for the Bishop McDevitt Blue 
and Gold Gala. We invite 
you, your family, and friends 
to join us on May 4 at the 

Hilton Harrisburg for the 36th Annual Blue & Gold Gala, an 
amazing evening filled with delicious food, live music, and 
great company, while supporting Bishop McDevitt High 
School. This year’s theme is “Save the Last Dance for 
Me.” For more information, click on the following link: 
https://bishopmcdevitt.e oinme.org/gala2024

Faith, Elections & Citizenship
Join us for “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: 
A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops 
of the United States.” Presented by Eric Failing, Executive 
Director for the Pennsylvania Catholic Conference, on 
April 8 from 6:30 pm – 8 pm at the Diocesan Conference 
Center. For more information and to register,                           
visit www.hbgdiocese.or /citizenship.

Young Adult Retreat
Come join other young adults, married or single, in their 
20s and 30s from the Diocese of Harrisburg for an over-
night weekend retreat. This year’s retreat focus will be on 
the theme Never Alone. We will discuss the many ways 
that Jesus is still present in our lives and walking with us 
every step of the way, just as He promised. Not only that, 
but He provides us with companions for the journey in the 
form of each other. The retreat will include Mass, prayer, 
Confession, teachings, small groups, fellowship, and fun! 
Check-in will start on Friday, May 24 from 7-8pm and the 
retreat will conclude on Sunday, May 26 around 12pm. The 
cost includes all retreat activities, three meals on Saturday, 
Sunday Brunch, and lodging. For more information or to 
register, visit: https://www.hbgdiocese.org/neveralone

Interfaith Shelter Donations
Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families (a Catholic    
Charities residential program in suburban Harrisburg) 
is in need of toilet tissue, laundry pods, and postage 
stamps. Drop donations at the Diocesan Center (4800    
Union Deposit Road in Harrisburg) or to the shelter 
(120 Willow Road in Harrisburg).
If taking items to the shelter, please call            
(717) 652-8740 prior to delivery.

Pronio’s Market Collection for Ukraine
Pronio’s is accepting monetary donations and/or: 
• Warm Winter Clothing, Boots, Gloves & Blankets
• Wheel Chairs, Walkers, Canes & Crutches
• First Aid Supplies
• Personal Hygiene Items
Pronio’s is working with the United Ukrainian    
American Relief Committee in Philadelphia. Any 
questions, call Mike at (717) 533-2869 or drop off 
at the store.

HAPP ENI NGS  & EV ENTS

Bishop McDevitt High School      
presents its Spring Musical, Once  
Upon a Mattress, on April 12 and 13 
at 7:00 pm and April 14 at 3:00 pm. 
Tickets are on sale now and will be 
available for purchase until April 11 
at: https://www.showtix4u.com/
event-details/82187 Tickets may also 
be purchased at the door. We look      
forward to seeing you there! 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations is 
Sunday, April 21. A Holy Hour to 
pray for vocations will take place at 
Saint Joan of Arc Church immediately       
following the 11:30 Mass. Let us pray 
that our Diocese will be blessed with an 
increase in vocations to the priesthood 
and consecrated religious life. 

Earth Day-April 22
Laudato Si Week-May 19-26
On Earth Day, Monday, April 22 from 9:30am-12pm –
All are invited to Resurrection Cemetery, 116 South Oak Grove 
Road, Harrisburg, to help plant trees and shrubbery. Please bring 
gloves and wear old clothes. Upon entering the cemetery, turn 
right and meet at the mausoleum.

For Laudato Si Week, Monday, May 20 from 9:30am-12pm –
All are invited to help weed and clean up the grounds of Holy 
Cross Cemetery, 4075 Derry St, Harrisburg. Please bring gloves 
and wear old clothes.

Both events are sponsored by the Diocesan Office for Life and 
Dignity. If you or your group would like to participate, kindly 
contact Marianne Weltmer at mweltmer@hbgdiocese.org or 
(717) 657-4804 ext. 322.

“Having seen this film, I can say that it is inspiring and very 
well done. I encourage all the faithful of the Diocese to   
experience the story of St. Frances Cabrini, the first      
American citizen to be canonized a saint.”

– Bishop Timothy Senior

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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 For help with an  
unplanned pregnancy:  

Morning Star Clinic 
(717) 901-2799                         

www.morningstarclinics.com 

 

For the Abortion Pill    
Reversal Network:  

1-877-558-0333  
www.reverseabortionpill.com 

 

For healing after an abortion: 
 Project Rachel,  
(717) 857-2282 

 prm@hbgdiocese.org 

Join the Knights of Columbus 
Founded on the principles of charity,  
unity and fraternity, the Knights of      
Columbus was established in 1882 by 
Father Michael J. McGivney, assistant 
pastor of St. Mary's Church in New     
Haven, Conn., and a group of parishioners. Their intent? 
To bring financial aid and assistance to the sick, disabled 
and needy members and their families. To join, scan the 
QR code and enter 6693 under preferred local council. 
Any questions, talk with a Knight. 

Road to Kindness 
This week, we are bringing in the 7th 
Anniversary of our Kindness Program,   
God’s Way – “The Road to Kindness!” 
 

You may remember when we kicked off our Kindness 
Program, we referred to a wonderful quote from Pope 
Francis.  
He said, “How Marvelous it would be if at the end of the 
day, each of us could say: Today I have performed an act of 
charity towards others!” Pope Francis further stated that 
“Small acts of kindness, not great speeches, SHOW GOD’S 
LOVE BEST!” from Catholic News Service. 
 

We thank you for doing small acts of kindness, for sharing 
your Kindness today, and every day going forward! 
Continued to be Inspired - you are touching and impacting 
so many lives!  Your kindness will always be remembered! 
Together, we are making a difference by following God’s 
Way – “The Road to Kindness!” 

 

In Loving Memory of Anthony R. Bellezza, because 
Anthony’s way of sharing love and kindness  

should continue. Spread your Kindness today!                
God Bless You! 

 

Hershey Food Bank & Monetary Collection:  
 

This weekend, , April 6 & 7. Collections will be the first 
weekend of each month.  Did you know? The Hershey 
food bank provides food, non-perishables, meats, dairy, 
breads and desserts, produce, including fruit, paper       
products, diapers, and personal care items to all registered 
clients. They select what they need, when they shop. Thank 
you for your support. 

The Council of Catholic Women will be holding our annual 
Communion Breakfast on Sunday, April 21 in our lovely 
parish social hall after the 9:30 am Mass. Cost is $12.00, 
make your reservation for your table of  family and friends. 
Tickets are available at the parish office or you may 
purchase tickets by contacting Ruth Zemba 
at sjaccw@stjoanhershey.org.  

MI NI S TRY NE WS  

Council of Catholic Women 

The CCW will hold its April meeting on  
Thursday, April 11 at 6:30 pm in our parish 
social hall. All women of the parish are invited. 

The SJA St. Vincent de Paul Society and Off the Street will 
be presenting. These two groups help the poor. Off the 
Street helps the homeless to be able to get housing. Please 
come join us. We are collecting the following items: Grief Support Social Group  

Enjoy the community and companionship of your fellow 
parishioners on Wednesday, April 24 at 6:00 pm for a 
“Dutch Dinner” treat at a local Hershey restaurant. Enjoy 
good food, good conversation and good friends. All are 
welcome. For more details or to RSVP, call Christine 
Stickler at (717) 514-2560. 

Parish Lending Library 
All are welcome to visit the new parish lending 
library with expanded resources in the parish 
center (old school library) anytime the building 
is open. If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
Pam at (717) 304-6238. 

Knights of Columbus-Men on a Mission 
The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a "Men's 
Communion Breakfast" on Sunday, April 28 following the 
9:30am mass in the Parish Social Hall.  All men in the   
parish and their guests are invited to attend. A wonderful 
breakfast will be served and Father Al will be the guest 
speaker. $12.00 per person, seating is limited. Contact 
Mike at mikewaverka@aol.com to reserve your seat. 

Faith Enrichment-The Chosen 
Thank you to everyone that participated however due to 
technical issues with "the Chosen" program our Faith   
enrichment program on Tuesday evenings and Thursday 
morning has concluded for the year. Please watch out for 
future announcements on when we can continue as I will 
be exploring  new programs for next year. Any questions, 
contact Earl Tropp. 

• trash can 

• roll of paper towels 

• bucket 

• trash bag 

• light bulbs 

• bars of soap 

• toilet brush 

• sponges 

• toilet paper 

• multipurpose spray 

• liquid cleaner (Pine Sol, 
Mr. Clean, Lysol) 

• toilet cleaner 

• bathroom spray 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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600 E. Main St., Palmyra • 832-9855

10 % OFF WITH THIS AD

lisascafeinplamyrapa.com

Like us on
Facebook

Nearly 200 years on  
2 continents.  Authentic Italian 

sausage for 9 generations.
Large Array of Imported 

Italian Food Items

PuglieseBrothers.com

2241 PAXTON CHURCH ROAD
HARRISBURG, PA 17110 717-727-7191

10% OFF
REGULAR PRICED ITEMS AT 

THE SHOP WITH THIS AD

Weed Control • Fertilizing • Aeration
LAWN CARE, LLCFarmer’s

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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